Dear Troop Leaders:
Mark your calendars! International Day is scheduled for Sunday, March 11, 2012 at King Philip Junior High School.  
International Day is a day for the girl scouts to share what they have learned about other countries, cultures and the Girl Scouts that live in them.  Each troop should have a table set with information about their country.  Troops will be given one table and should let us know if they will need anything special (outlet, etc).  It is more fun for the girls to have an interactive component – a game that can be played, a “chance”, or some small token representative of their country that can be sold.  The tokens should be something the girls can take part in making and nothing should be sold for more than .50 to .75 cents.  This event is not meant as a money making event for the troops.  
There has been a lot of feedback on food at prior events.  Many parents and leaders feel there has been too much emphasis on sweets and snacks being sold that are not necessarily representitive of the country.  With this in mind, we would ask that all food that is to be sold or sampled be traditional to their country.  If you are planning to sell any food items, please let us know.  We need to clear all food with the Health Department prior to the event.  Also, gloves must be worn with any handling of food.
There will be a registration table on arrival.  The troop leaders will check in here and pick up the troops passports.  Each girl will be given a passport to be stamped at the different countries.  Please have a small stamp or stickers (approx. 400) at your table to stamp the passports.
There will be a parade of nations at the beginning of the event.  The girls will be introduced by troop and country.  Each troop should be dressed in costume. Each troop will also carry a flag from their country.  It can be something the troop has made (should be poster board sized) or bought.  You can find flags online at www.flagsimporter.com.  We do have the flags of the following countries:  England, Ireland, Dominican Republic,  Germany, Columbia, Portugal, Great Britain and Poland.  Please let us know if you would like to use one of these flags.  There may also be another troop that has a flag of your country, so don't be afraid to ask at the leader meetings.  
Once the troop is introduced and comes into the cafeteria, they will stop and say hello in the language of their country.  We will let you know on the day of the event the order of the troops and where they need to go after coming in.  We would like to lead the parade with an older troop that will also carry the Girl Scout flag and the American flag.  Once all the troops have entered, we would like for this troop to lead the group in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance and the Girl Scout Law in English and Spanish.  Please email us if your troop would like to do this.
If your troop would like to do a dance, sing a song, or make any other presentation about their country to the group, please let us know.  
In the spirit of this being an educational event, we are going to ask each troop to give us a trivia question about their country.  The answer must be able to be found on the information on their table.  The girls that complete all of the questions will be entered into a drawing.  At the end of the day, we will be naming the chance winners and the winner of the trivia questionnaire prize.
For the closing ceremonies we are additionally looking for a troop to lead us in reciting the Girl Scout Law, singing God Bless America, and the Squeeze.  Please let us know if your troop is interested in doing this.
Quick recap:
· Please let us know your top three country choices by January 1st.  This is on a first come, first serve basis.
· Please send us your country question by February 1st.
· Please let us know if you will need anything special for your table (such as an outlet) by February 1st
· Please let us know about any food items you are planning on by February 1st.
· Please let us know if you are planning on doing a cultural presentation.
· Please let us know if you are doing a chance.
· Please let us know if your troop would like to either open or close the ceremony as listed above.  This will be on a first come, first serve basis.
We look forward to a great day and lots of fun learning about other countries!!  Another email will be sent prior to the event with the schedule.  
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